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As o f March 2009, 84 countries  and territorie s worldwide  support harm redu ction in pol icy or pra ctice.
74 have an explicit supportive reference to harm reduction in national policy documents 
77 have needle and syringe exchange 
10 have needle and syringe exchange in prisons
65 have opioid substitution therapy 
37 have opioid substitution therapy in prisons
8 have drug consumption rooms
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Guide to reading the table
Explicit supportive reference to harm reduction in national policy documents:
Needle and syringe exchange programmes operational: 
Opioid substitution therapy programmes operational: 
Drug consumption rooms (DCRs):
Needle exchange in prisons: 
Opioid substitution therapy in prisons: 
The table below lists the countries and territories around the world that support harm reduction in policy or practice.1
 Countries and territories which have an explicit reference to harm reduction in 
national health or drug-related policy. Of particular interest here is the US, which includes harm reduction in its national HIV2 and hepatitis C3 strategy documents, 
but not in those relating to drug policy. 
Countries and territories which have one or more operational NSP sites. 
Countries and territories which have one or more sites which provide opioid substitution therapy as 
maintenance (not for detoxification only).
 Countries and territories which have one or more operational DCRs (or safer injecting facilities)
Countries and territories which have one or more prisons with operational NSP  
Countries and territories which have one or more prisons with opioid substitution therapy as maintenance (not for 
detoxification only)
Please note that this listing does not indicate the scope, quality or coverage of services.
1 The data are largely  drawn from Cook C & Kanaef N (2008)  (International Harm 
Reduction Association, London). This document has been reviewed and updated in February 2009 by the International Harm Reduction Association, Eurasian Harm Reduction Network, Sub-
Saharan African Harm Reduction Network, International Harm Reduction Development Program of the Open Society Institute, Caribbean Harm Reduction Coalition, Middle East and North Africa 
Harm Reduction Network, European Monitoring Centre for Drugs and Drug Addiction. International HIV/AIDS Alliance (UK and Ukraine) and Intercambios Association Civ il. 
2 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (2007) CDC HIV Prevention Strategic Plan: Extended Through 2010. Atlanta: CDC
3 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (2001) National Hepatitis C Prevention Strategy. Atlanta: CDC
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